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Jeffrey S. Rosenthal is a professor in the Department of 
Statistics at the University of toronto. at 24, he received 
his Ph.D. in mathematics from Harvard. He has written two 
textbooks on probability theory and is also an amateur musician 
and computer-game programmer. He lives in toronto. Visit the 
author online at www.struckbylightning.ca.

“Writing in funny, easily understandable 
language, [Rosenthal] shows how understanding 

the odds can . . . help us make better 
decisions about our lives.” 

tHe Globe anD Mail 

From lotteries, opinion polls and insurance policies to worries about murder 

rates, natural disasters and terrorism, probability plays a major part in our 

everyday lives—a part that is frequently and needlessly misunderstood. 

Jeffrey s. rosenthal, a math professor and improvisational comedian, comes to 

the rescue with this irreverent, bestselling exploration of the odds and oddities 

of randomness. looking at such familiar topics as poker hands, e-mail spam, 

elections and game shows, struck by lightning elucidates and entertains. 

Chances are, you will never look at the world in the same way again.

“A breezy mix of direct yet simple mathematical tools for decision-making 

along with explanations for things the non-mathematically minded have 

always wanted to know, but were unsure how to ask. . . . Rosenthal writes 

about his topic with such clarity and warmth that even the fiercest math- 

phobe will feel welcome.” calGary HeralD

“The kind of entertaining romp, grounded in quotidian anecdotes, that 

makes you feel a little smarter than you really are.” Maclean’S

“Highly readable. . . . Numbers and logic and probability are not topics you’d 

think could be made lively or entertaining. But the probability that it can be 

done well by Rosenthal is pretty high.” winniPeG Free PreSS

stru
ck

 by
 lig

h
tn

in
g

 
 

 
 

 
jeffrey s. rosen

thal

$21.95 
isbn-10: 0-00-639495-7
isbn-13: 978-0-00-639495-2

sc
ie

n
ce

w w w . h a r p e r p e r e n n i a l . c a  |  w w w . a u t h o r t r a c k e r. c a



struck by
lightning

jeffrey s. rosenthal

emboss


