
PROFESSOR 
JEFFREY ROSENTHAL

The misuse  o f  stat is t ics  in  the  court room  i s  one  o f
the  less  we l l -known cause o f  wrongfu l  conv ic t ion—
but  how many o f  us  wou ld  be  ab le  to  spo t  a  bas ic
er ro r  in  th is  k ind  o f  reason ing  dur ing  a  t r ia l?  In  th is
en te r ta in ing  look  a t  s ta t i s t i ca l  i ssues  in  lega l  cases ,
Pro fessor  Je f f rey  Rosentha l  w i l l  exp la in  some o f  the
t raps  awa i t ing  the  unwary  and  prov ide  an  ins igh t  in to
the  fasc ina t ing  wor ld  o f  p robab i l i t y .
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Jeffrey Rosenthal is a professor of Statistics at the University of
Toronto. He received his BSc in Mathematics, Physics, and
Computer Science from the University of Toronto at the age of 20,
his PhD in Mathematics from Harvard University at the age of 24.
He has won numerous awards for his research and teaching.
Rosenthal's book for the general public, Struck by Lightning: The
Curious World of Probabilities, was published in sixteen editions
and ten languages, and was a bestseller in Canada. It led to
numerous media and public appearances, and to his work exposing
the Ontario lottery retailer scandal. It was followed by a second
book for the general public, Knock on Wood: Luck, Chance, and the
Meaning of Everything. Rosenthal has also published two textbooks
about probability theory, and well over one hundred refereed
research papers, many related to the field of Markov chain Monte
Carlo randomised computer algorithms and to interdisciplinary
applications of statistics. He has dabbled as a computer game
programmer, musical performer, and improvisational comedy
performer, and is fluent in French. 
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